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Or  Current Resident 

Our mission:  to provide a safe haven for stray or unwanted 
animals, to foster the human-animal bond, to promote responsible pet 
ownership and to end pet overpopulation through spay/neuter 
programs. 

Membership is a great and easy way to support HSBC and its commitment to 

Rescue, Reunite, Rehome and Rethink! If you are already a member, now is the 

time to renew if you have not already done so! If you aren’t a member, we hope 

you will consider membership at any of these levels: 

$5 - over 60 or disabled 

$10 - Junior (ages 15-17) 

$20 - Individual 

$30 - Family  

$50 - Sponsor 

$100 - Patron 

$500 and over - Benefactor 

Name:________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________________________ 

City: _______________________________________ State __________ Zip _______________ 

Email: ___________________________________________  Phone: ______________________ 

Amount enclosed: ______________________________________________________________ 

Additional donation opportunities: 

Monetary  

$_____________________________ 

Star’s Fund for extraordinary vet bills  

$_____________________________ 

 Memorial $___________  for 

______________________________ 

  

Please keep my donation 

anonymous 

Our current plan is to produce two newsletters yearly - one by mail and the other 
electronically. Please help us by providing your email address!  

License #  481546-DS 

2019 was a year of change for HSBC. We moved into our new home on County Road D, resulting in some amazing 

things! Having a more visible and spacious facility has led to increased foot traffic. Many more people come to 

tour the new digs, often bringing gifts with them in the form of wish list items. 

It also allows us to support a greater number of volunteers. More people are able to work on socialization with 

resident cats and dogs without worrying about space constraints. This leads to happier, more adoptable pets. 

Larger facilities brings larger numbers. Since 2017, HSBC has nearly doubled its 

capacity to rescue, reunite and rehome animals simply due to more space. In 

2019, 375 dogs and cats were cared for while waiting for their owners to 

reclaim them or to be welcomed in their new adoptive home. 

Rescuing pets includes many things: owner surrenders, accepting stray 

animals, and saving pets from abandonment and hoarding situations. HSBC 

has almost doubled its capacity to house and care for dogs and tripled the 

number of cats it has been able to help. 

Reuniting lost pets with caring owners is high on HSBC’s priority list. It is a 

heartbreaking thing when pets inadvertently get lost. Our network of Facebook 

followers has increased the number of family reunions, as well as dropped the 

length of time lost pets spend at the shelter. Nothing spreads the word faster 

than a dedicated group of people sharing information. It’s a win-win for both 

pets and people!  

HSBC has been able to almost triple the number of adoptions of all pets since 

2017. Through the use of the HSBC website, Facebook page, posters on 

community bulletin boards, and the Weekly Wag, HSBC is able to introduce 

pets to prospective families long before people ever step foot in the shelter. In 

January 2020 alone, there were 30 pets who found fur-ever homes—17 cats 

and 13 dogs.  

While these numbers measure the hard work and success of the volunteers, 

staff, and board members at HSBC, we realize that none of this would be possible without the continued support 

of the community. Whether attending fundraisers, donating goods, opening your home to a pet, helping at the 

shelter, or even just throwing your spare change in collection jars, our Burnett County residents embody the 

caring community that HSBC is trying to foster. Let’s work to keep these numbers skyrocketing! 

Rescue, Reunite, Rehome…  
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HSBC Shelter Staff:   
Administrative Assistant 

Kimberly Harring 
Animal Care Technician 

Carrie Miarecki 
Kennel Technicians  

Sherry Lemler 
Taylor Howe 

Emily Martinez 
Shayna Vendela 

 
News Letter Editor   

Linda Luhman 
 

HSBC Board of Directors  
 Peggy Tolbert 

Becky Dickinson 
 Mary Anne Thompson  

 Ruth Howell 
Wanda Hinrichs  
Hazel Almquist 

 

 

Public hours  
Tuesday-Friday 12 - 5 pm 

Saturday 11 am - 3 pm 
 

Phone 
 715-349-2368 

Email 
rescue.hsbc@gmail.com 

Website 
www.hsburnettcty.org.  

While pleased with the strides made toward providing safe havens and homes for stray or 
unwanted animals, we are taking a look at our current offerings and working on new, 
dynamic ways to serve the community. We are also seeking new avenues for funding 
these projects.  
 
HSBC has become a Bissell Partner for Pets, which makes us eligible to apply for grants 
from the Bissell Pet Foundation. The foundation’s goal is to help reduce the number of 
animals in shelters and rescues through adoption, spay/neuter initiatives, and 
microchipping. An award from this foundation can help defray some of the operating costs 
that are currently funded through adoption fees.  
 
Feline overpopulation a real and troubling problem for our community. Even though there 
is more space in the current shelter, there are still times homeless cats cannot be taken 
into the shelter until there is sufficient space. To help with this, HSBC is working on 
bringing back the low-cost spay/neuter clinic days that we hosted last spring.   
 
Plans are currently being developed to renovate the storage space at the west end of the 
building into an indoor activity room (see “Award Winning” for more on the Pedigree 
Foundation grant that makes this possible). In addition to being a great place to socialize 
dogs during the long winter months, we hope it may also lead to developing training and 
socialization classes not only for the shelter residents, but for the public.  
 
Great things are coming!   

Regular followers and friends of HSBC have noticed the periodic arrival of dogs from Texas. If you’ve ever           

wondered how or why, read further to learn how our expanded capacity has allowed HSBC to give homeless dogs 

from high-kill shelter areas a second chance at fur-ever happiness.  

 

HSBC is one of over one-hundred partners of the Denisen Animal Welfare Group 

(DAWG). Located along the northern Texas border near Oklahoma City, owner      

surrenders and stray animals continue to be community problems. DAWG and 

other local shelters are always at capacity. DAWG has partnered with the ASPCA 

Animal Relocation team to relocate animals to areas where there are more 

adopters than available pets. In 2018, the team transported over 40,000 animals in 

the US. 

 

DAWG volunteers work with several rescue partners and destination shelters to find 

the best dogs for the ideal shelters. Transport Coordinators spend countless hours 

reviewing requests, animal histories and permits. They may even reach out to     

neighboring shelters to gather enough dogs to make a trip north. DAWG relies on 

donations to fund this initiative. For more on DAWG, visit their Facebook page or 

website, www.denisenanimalwelfaregroup.org. 

 

HSBC’s new, larger facility allows us to have more dogs in-house and available to 

adopt. When the kennels have been empty for a while, HSBC reaches out to accept 

out-of-state dogs. The newcomers are up-to-date on their vaccinations and have 

tested free of heartworm one month prior to the trip. From a health perspective, 

these dogs are comparable to our local stray pet population and pose no additional 

risk to current residents. 

 

 

HSBC received its latest batch of Texas dogs just before Valentine’s Day. Four of the 

seven new arrivals went straight to the adoption floor and the rest have been    

working their way out into public. All the new arrivals are young, friendly dogs who 

are excited to make new friends. To see more information on these new friends, 

take a look at their profiles on our website or Facebook page.  

   

HSBC is committed to finding loving homes for all of our residents, regardless of their origins. It is our hope that the 

Burnett County community welcomes these new canines to the area with open hearts! 
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… and Rethink 

It's a CAT-astrophe! 
 

HSBC is overflowing with cats and kittens— and the calls keep coming! 

 

It’s not a unique situation. The overpopulation of cats in Burnett County mirrors communities all over the country. 
Without being spayed or neutered, cats can and will begin to reproduce at five months of age and can have up to 
three litters per year, with each litter one to ten kittens! You can do the math...  

Humane societies, trap neuter and release (TNR) programs and community cat advocates all work to reduce the 
number of cats in the most humane way possible. To further this mission, all cats (and dogs) adopted from HSBC  
are spayed or neutered prior to adoption. If the pet is too young for altering at the time of adoption, a voucher is 
given to perform the surgery at the age-appropriate time. 
 
What can you do to help HSBC help more cats and kittens? 

 Adopt! Or, if that is not an option for you, sponsor an adoption with a donation of $75. 
 Volunteer at the shelter cleaning the cat rooms and condos to take some of the burden off the staff. 
 Support local TNR programs with donations and volunteerism. 
 Build insulated cat housing to help cats/kittens survive until they can be trapped, neutered and        

released or brought to HSBC. 
 If you get a “free” kitten,  have it spayed or neutered as soon as they are old enough. 

 
For more about local TNR programs, how to build a cat house, or HSBC’s policies regarding taking in stray cats, visit 
https://hsburnettcty.org/its-a-cat-astrophe or contact us during public hours. There is so much more to learn!  

King 

Alfie 

Goldie 

Ace 

http://www.hsburnettcty.org/
https://www.farmferalstray.org/
https://www.neighborhoodcats.org/how-to-tnr/colony-care/feral-cat-winter-shelter


 

 

 

 

 

 Thank you to our donors!  

HSBC is always seeking new and creative ways to fund operations and programs. Of late, we have received 

the following awards to help enhance existing programs and develop new services. Grant applications can 

be tedious and take a lot of time and dedicated. Join us in applauding the hard work of our board and staff 

in their quest of these recent awards! 

 

Athletes for Animals has successfully connected professional athletes with a shared passion for 

animals. They support best practices in animal welfare through fundraising and grant distribution. 

HSBC was awarded a $1,000 grant earmarked for Star’s Fund. Star's Fund allows us to provide  

extraordinary veterinary care for dogs and cats who need more than basic medical intervention. 

Procedures covered by Star’s Fund include dental care, heartworm treatment, and amputations 

for animals whose limbs are too damaged to repair.  

 

  

HSBC was recently awarded the Pedigree Foundation Program Development Grant. This $10,000 
award is designed to support activities that expand operational capabilities, in turn increasing dog 
adoption rates. The receipt of this grant will allow us to renovate the currently unfinished space in 
the west end of the shelter building. Plans include an indoor play area which will allow volunteers 
to work with resident dogs regardless of the weather.  

 

 

The ASPCA Northern Tier Shelter Initiative provides grant funding to qualified nonprofit brick-

and-mortar shelters and spay/neuter clinics, tribal authorities and government agencies in   

Alaska, Idaho, Minnesota, Montana, North Dakota, Washington and Wisconsin. Over the winter, 

HSBC received a Northern Tier Initiative grant for improved cat housing. These funds were used 

to purchase two banks of cat condos in the adoption room. The new structures allow for several 

configurations, creating duplex housing, separating litter boxes from eating and drinking spaces, 

and to create quads for kittens.  

 

The Bissell Pet Foundation’s goal is to help reduce the number of animals in shelters and 
rescues through adoption, spay/neuter initiatives, and microchipping. HSBC has recently 
applied to be a Bissell Partner for Pets, which will qualify us to apply for grants at the next 
opportunity.  

 
Congratulations! Keep up the good work! 
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Upcoming Events 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, May 2; 6—9 pm 
Northwoods Crossing, Siren 

HSBC is the featured non-profit at 
this event! Enjoy small bites and 
samples of food and drink from  

Siren area restaurants, cafes and 
bars. 

Bark and Wine 2020 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, April 4; 5—8 pm 
Webster Lions Community Center 

Join us for a scrumptious lasagna 
dinner, cash bar, silent and live   

auctions, and raffles. It’s sure to be 
a fun time! 

Annual Plant Sale  
& Brat Feed 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, May 23; 10 am—2 pm 
Peggy Schilling Animal Adoption & 

Education Center 

 
Get your garden going and have 

some lunch with us! 

Music in the Park 
 
Thursday, July 2;  
 5—7 pm 
Crooked Lake Park, Siren 

Tails on the Trails 

Saturday, August 8;  
10 am—2 pm 
Gandy Dancer Days, Webster 

Save the Date! 
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In Memory Of:  

Tom Knopik 
George & Roxanne Koolmo 
Margie & Pat Traun 
Pat Bresina 
Beverly Swanson 
Jerry & Kathleen Hanson 
Michael & Lisa Knopik 
Greg & Barbara Reichter 
Kara Foner 
Florence & Margaret Goetsch 
Doris Knopik 
Fran Clauson & Dorothy Belstier 
Patricia Preves 
Judy Boller 
Allan & Diane Grant 
Robert & Diane Jacobson 
Jean Formaek 
Jerry Perry 
Arnold & Joan Hermanson 

Blu Boy 
Laurie Hjelmgren 

Sophie 
William & Linda Sears 

Jean Forsberg 
Robert Forsberg  

Gene Johnson and Chelsea 

Robert & Patricia Berquist 
Brian Nelson  

Jean Kramer-Johnson 
David & Kathie Darrington 
Dennis & Suzanne Whirry 
Diane Fenn Nelson 
Thomas & Barbara Hennemann 
Zahra Liff 

Kathleen Anderson 
Jeffrey & Monica Atneosen 

Adolf Schmidt 
Robert & Patricia Berquist 

Nicholas 
Diane Rivera 

Ken Wallace 
Karen & Ken Wallace 

Bob Ficcadenti 
Jim & Mary Charmoli 

Janine Borass Bronhost 
Terrance Kaase & Patricia Tarren 

Tom LeBarre 
Arnold & Barbara Enslin 

Diane Clark 
Patricia McDonald 

Jean Hughes 
Wendy Nelson 

Francis Martin 
Douglas & Sharon Mueller 

Michael McGinn 
Marilyn & Kermit Nielsen 
Mrs. Caecilia Ringat 

Francis Martin 
Douglas & Sharon Mueller 

Catherine "Pinky" Lighten  
Beth Lauber 

Metro, adopted from HSBC 16 years ago 
David & Barbara Silus 

Pat Basler 
Annette Moseley 

 

In Honor of:  

Pam Cunningham 
Sally Christiansen 

Caralynn Fave 
Patricia Dudley 

Sarah Mitchell 
Debra Mitchell 

Carrie Miarecki 
David & Joan Jendro 

http://www.facebook.com/humanesocietyburnettcounty


 

 

 MJ  
 
We just recently adopted MJ. We decid-
ed to keep her name. A month or so 
before we adopted Oreo (Lady). MJ was 
very lovable to people right away and 
loved her new home but didn’t want 
anything to do with Oreo. Thankfully 
Oreo is very persistent! I think she was 
just so grateful to have a buddy that she 

didn’t care if that buddy hissed and swatted at her. 
   As you can see in the pic, they are now good friends! They 
sleep together and run around the house and play and 
wrestle. MJ LOVES catnip! Whenever I spray it on a toy or 
her cat post, she goes crazy! 
   I’m very happy with both of them and am glad they love 
each other. I know Oreo was lonely during the day before 
MJ moved in. Now she has someone to hang out with when 
we’re not home. 

BOGEY (MILO) AND ACE (BILLY)  
 

Bogey(Milo) and Ace(Billy) are settling 
in well. They continue to find new 
nooks and crannies to explore   
throughout the house. They enjoy 
snuggling in the rocking chair and   
looking out the patio window. We 
laugh as they chase and wrestle each 
other after a dose of catnip. Overall, I 
think our fur babies love their new 
home! 

DOBBIE 
 
Dobbie is doing very good ! Have to say 
the most well behaved dog we have 
ever owned. He enjoys lots of attention 
and going for walks. We kept his name 
as Dobbie. Still have to work on getting 
him to go in a car. He has some fear, 
I’m sure from his past life. Otherwise, 
he is now one of the family—our fur 
baby!  

CHICKIE – AKA CHICKEN NUGGET  
 
Chickie is doing great in our home. It 
took a couple days for her to warm up 
to my son and I but now she shows no 
shame begging for pets and scratches. 
   She takes residence on my son’s or 
my bed when we’re not home and 
comes trotting to the door when we 
get home. She loves watching the 
squirrels from her cat tree by the   
window. 
   We kept her name Chickie as she already answered to it 
as she is already three years old. At her first vet visit we 
intend to register her as Chicken Nugget so Chickie is a 
“nickname.” 
   As a lifelong cat person I am so happy to finally have a cat 
of my own again. Chickie is my son’s first cat and he loves 

her dearly. He enjoys feeding her and playing with her. 

PETEY  
 
My name is Petey. I got a new human officially on           
December 20th but we met weeks earlier and liked each 
other right away. Now, four weeks later, I still can’t seem 
to get rid of this goofy smile. I have a new brother that 
wrestles with me every day and shows me how to be a 
good boy. 
   I’m not sure my human knows my name. He is always 
calling me Buddy or Goofy or Stinker. He only uses that last 
one when I get into something that’s bad for me. 
   My home has food all the time and I can eat whenever I 
want. There are also chewy things and these biscuit things I 
get when I go potty outside. It is warm all the time. I have 
two beds on the floor, a couch and my favorite spot, on the  
recliner with my human. I get petted all the time and let me 
tell you a belly rub is a wonderful thing. 
   I now have this place called a yard that has all these great 
smells and I get to explore it as much as I want. I’m always 
finding something new. 

   At night we all sleep together in my 
human’s bed. When I’m cold I get to 
get under the covers and snuggle up 
against my human or my brother. 
   My life might have started out kind 
of rough and I’m not a perfect dog 
yet but my human says I’m the     
perfect dog for him. All I can say is I 
like it here with my new pack and 
finally I know one thing beyond a 
shadow of a doubt, I am home! 

“Saving one Pet won’t change the 

world, but for that one pet the 

world will change forever!” 
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SAMPSON  
 
Sampson is doing great in our home. 
He is a big happy dog, and does well 
at home while we are away at work 
and school. We have learned that the 
garbage goes in the bathroom with 
the door closed while we are away, 
and we’ve learned to throw him the 
ball with a two ball method so that 

we aren’t trying to grab the same ball! 
   He gets very excited in the mornings when I get dressed— 
the more clothes that go on, the more excited he becomes 
because he knows that he will get to play fetch before we 
leave in the morning. 
   Sampson does not like thunderstorms, and will jump right 
into bed with us until the storm is over! When I don’t have 
any kids in my bed, he joins me for the night—but is very 
polite and doesn’t hog the bed! (I usually don’t even know 
he is there). 
   Attached are a couple of pictures of Sampson with Louis. 
They enjoy each other! 

WILLOW  
 
We love Willow with everything 
that we are. 
   She has been to a local vet that we 
trust our other fur babies with. 
(Nothing serious, just getting estab-
lished) We find they pay great atten-
tion to our babies and trust their 
opinions. As a result, Willow is 
showing progress in her weight loss 
journey as we pay special attention to her diet and care. 
She gets her bum cleaned as needed and we found special 
wipes to keep her watery eyes at bay. The vets here have 
been great about keeping her behind shaved too! 
   We think Willow is right where she’s supposed to be. And 
we couldn’t be happier. She’s got her routine and is getting 
to know her siblings more and more every day during 
mealtime and some playtime. We are so thankful to your 
organization. So is Willow. I think the cuddles and kisses 
prove it!  

POPEYE  
 
This is Popeye! My mom is helping me write this, since I 
haven’t mastered using her phone. 
I want to let you know I have the most loving family you 
will ever meet. I hear “I love you” more times than I can 
count in a day. My dad comes home first and brings me on 
car rides on most days. He scratches my ears and pets me a 
lot. I stick pretty close to dad whether we are inside or  
outside. Dad is training me on an invisible fence. He loves 
me so much that he wants to make sure I stay in the yard. 
Speaking of yards, I have a big yard to run and play! My 
family says I look perfect in our back yard and is something 
I might not have had. 
My boy is something else. He bought 
me some new toys and I love every one 
of them. He calls me his little buddy and 
loves to hug me. I think I need this boy 
as much as he needs me. If my boy puts 
a blanket on the couch, then I can sleep 
close to him. Sometimes my boy is not 
at home. Mom tells me and reassures 
me he will be back in a few days.   
Someplace called college. 
Mom takes me out in the morning and before bed. She 
feeds me, gives me treats, pets me and calls me her little 
boy. She really likes to kiss me on the nose and tell me she 
loves me, so I do the same back to her! 
I love looking out the window at the cabin and at our 
home. My family says I look like a meerkat, whatever that 
is. I have been working hard to show my family how much I 
love them. I have not had one accident. I don’t chew on 
anything in the house, not even my one bone that could be 
chewed. I do not whine when I have to be put in my kennel 
at bed time or when we go to the cabin. I love to give kisses 
and will not miss a chance to get pet. My family says I just 
want to be loved. They are right! 

Pet me, I’m Irish! 
   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, March 14 
 11 am—2 pm 

Peggy Schilling Animal Adoption  
& Education Center 

 
Stop by for snacks, door prizes, and more! 


