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Or  Current Resident 

Our mission:  to provide a safe haven for stray or unwanted animals, 
to foster the human-animal bond, to promote responsible pet 
ownership and to end pet overpopulation through spay/neuter 
programs. 

Membership is a great and easy 

way to support HSBC and its 

commitment to Rescue, Reunite, 

Rehome and Rethink! If you are 

already a member, please renew before December 

31, 2020! If you aren’t a member, we hope you will 

consider joining us! All memberships are now $25 

for any individual over the age of 18 years. 

 

Name:__________________________________________ 

Address: _______________________________________ 

City: _____________________________________________State __________ Zip _______________ 

Email: ________________________________________________________  Phone: ______________ 

Total Amount enclosed: $ _________________________________ 

Additional donation opportunities: 

Unrestricted donation 

$_____________________________ 

Star’s Fund for extraordinary vet bills  

$_____________________________ 

Memorial $_____________________ 

for ____________________________ 

 Please keep my donation 

anonymous 

Donations will be used as designated 

unless they are necessary to maintain 

shelter operations 

Our current plan is to produce two newsletters yearly - one by mail and the other 
electronically. Please help us by providing your email address!  

License #  481546-DS 

According to the HSBC Bylaws, each October at the Annual Members meeting, three Board of 

Directors’ positions are up for election.  In the past few years, due to the intense planning and working 

on the renovation and opening of the Peggy Schilling Animal Adoption and Education Center, no elections have taken 

place as existing board members stayed on to ensure continuity during that busy time.  But now, with the new HSBC 

facility fully operational - despite COVID 19! - it’s time to get back on schedule with annual Board of Directors elections. 

This year, elections for three board positions will occur at the Annual Members meeting, tentatively set for Thursday, 

October 22, 2020, at the shelter.  Two positions are currently unfilled, and the third will be vacated by current Board 

President/Treasurer Peggy Tolbert who is taking a well-earned break! 

The HSBC Board of Directors is a working board. In addition to meeting at least quarterly, each board member takes on 

one or two aspects of shelter operation to provide leadership and direction for staff and volunteers - human relations, 

finances, fundraising, volunteer coordination, etc. Prospective board members must be current HSBC members, not 

related to any current staff or board members, and be at least 18 years old.   Ballots for the Board of Directors election 

will be available at the Annual Members Meeting, or absentee ballots can be emailed or mailed upon request. All votes 

must be returned by Thursday, October 22, 2020. Ballots will be tallied during the Annual Members Meeting, and 

results announced at that time.   

It’s Election Season! 

Currently the shelter is closed to the public except with an approved 

adoption application. Volunteers who have a set schedule and have 

been approved to return to the shelter are also welcome.  All staff, 

volunteers and adoption applicants are required to wear face masks 

and try to maintain social distancing while inside the shelter. Our 

statistics show that our new protocols have been successful! 

Like many shelters, HSBC has been and continues to experiment with 

different approaches to adoption applications and approvals.  We 

hope the public and our followers will bear with us - our primary goal 

is to find great adoptive homes for each of our shelter dogs and cats 

in the shortest time possible, while at the same time keeping our staff 

and other humans safe and healthy!  
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Adoptions in the age of COVID-19 



 

 

  
HSBC Shelter Staff:   

Administrative Assistant/
Bookkeeping 
Kim Harring 

Administrative & Adoptions 
Assistant 

Karen Isaak 
Lead Animal Care 

Technician 
Carrie Miarecki; 

Kennel Technicians  
Emily Martinez 
Erica Lumsden 

McKenna Dunbar 
Shayna Vendela 

 
News Letter Editor   

Linda Luhman 
 

HSBC Board of Directors  
 Peggy Tolbert 

Becky Dickinson 
 Mary Anne Thompson  

Wanda Hinrichs  
Hazel Almquist 

Public hours  
The shelter is currently 

closed to the public except 
by appointment 

 

Phone 
 715-349-2368 

Email 
rescue.hsbc@gmail.com 

Website 
www.hsburnettcty.org 

 
7410 County Road D 

PO Box 621  
Webster, WI 54893 

The HSBC Bylaws have recently been updated and the membership program has been 

simplified! Beginning in 2021, all new or renewing memberships will be $25 for each 

person over the age of 18 years. Benefits of membership include an invitation to the 

Annual Members meeting held in October each year and a vote in the annual election of 

Board of Directors.  

The membership year is January - December but if you join after 

July 1, your membership is extended until December 31 of the 

following year.  See the last page of this newsletter for a 

membership and additional donation form. 

Thank you to our current members:  

The recent autumn weather has everything thinking about bundling up. If you have outdoor cats, whether feral or 

otherwise, now is a great time to consider a home building project! In an afternoon, you can create an outdoor cat 

shelter or two that will keep your outdoor feline friends safe and warm when Old Man Winter comes along.  

There is an array of materials and plans available to choose from. Whether you decide to go Spartan or create the 

Taj Mahal, here are some basics to consider 

Materials: While an excellent permanent solution would be to 

build a wooden box, other options are available if you aren’t that 

handy. A simple solution is a large cardboard box wrapped in 

plastic to keep the wind out. Another is to use a Styrofoam cooler 

as your base; increase the weatherproofing by layering it in be-

tween two boxes or inside a plastic tote. You can also cut and 

glue together foam insulation board. No matter what you use, 

make sure the cracks are filled!  

Insulation: Much of the material used to construct outdoor cat 

shelters are also insulating, but since our Wisconsin winters can 

be brutal, an extra layer of warmth is always appreciated. Avoid 

using towels, blanket, or other items that lie flat on the floor. The 

best insulation is something cats can burrow into. Straw is perfect! Another idea is to loosely stuff a plastic bag with 

packing peanuts, and then pop it in an old pillowcase. For a more permanent solution, you can glue Mylar survival 

blankets to the inside surfaces of the shelter; just be sure there are no loose edges to chew! 

Doors: When you cut your door, make sure to leave a few inches of a sill on the bottom to avoid flooding your shel-

ter. And all your hard work is no good if the wind blows through the door! Using a piece of heavy vinyl or rubber 

(like a car floor mat) will help keep the cold out and the warm in. Just make sure it is light enough for the cats to get 

it open easily. Another caveat is that you will need to leave the door off until your tenants have gotten used to en-

tering and exiting the shelter before you attach a flap door.  

Placement: Where and how you place your shelters could go a long way to-

wards encouraging your feline wards to use them. For starters, place shelters 

where the cats are already used to going, like feeding stations or where they 

hang out. Use naturally occurring windbreaks such as next to buildings and 

fences or under trees, porches, or overhangs. Take advantage of solar heat by 

placing shelters in sunny locations. If your houses are constructed from light-

weight material, use bricks or other weighty objects on the roofs to keep them 

in place. To guard against flooding, use pallets or bricks to raise the shelters off 

of the ground, taking care to make sure they are not wobbly. And finally, invite 

tenants by sprinkling catnip at the entrances to 

their new homes. 

 

For more information and plans for outdoor cat shelters, visit https://

www.neighborhoodcats.org/how-to-tnr/colony-care/feral-cat-winter-shelter 

(cat shelters pictured are from the website listed above) 
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Membership Update 

 

Members (renewal due 12/31/20) 
Ackland, Terri & Gene 
Berquist, Robert & Patricia 
Boraas, Joann 
Borseth, Richard & LeeAnn 
Boyd, Barbara 
Brabec, Karen 
Brennan, Mary 
Almquist, Hazel 
Amidon, Stanley & Donna 
Andersen, Steven 
Anderson, Sally 
Costerisan, Richard & Audrey 
DelMonaco, Nanette 
Dickinson, Becky 
Dietzler, Bruce & Joan 
Evert, Ronald 
Farquhar, John B. 
Flanigan, R. Jean 
Guptil, Muffy & Bill 
Halla, Ann 
Hinrichs, Wanda 
Howell, Ruth 
Kaase, Terrance & Tarren, Patricia 
Krueger, Shirley 
Larson, Patricia & Roger 
Luhman, Linda 

Lyga, Ernie & Barbara 
Main, Vicki & Petersen, Scott 
Manning, Joanne 
McCormack, Mara 
McIvor, Mike & Arlis 
Nelson, Wendy 
O'Fallon, Joan & Charles 
Phillips, Carla M. 
Ritchie, Eugene & Karen 
Schauer, Marianne 
Schmuck, Richard & Linda 
Schwerbel, Jeanette 
Scrivani, Laurel 
Sexton, Grace 
Stodola, Bob & Zabelle 
Thalacker, Marcy 
Thompson, Mary Anne & Rick 
Tolbert, Peggy & Jim 
Wallin, Susan 
Wedin, Carolyn & Rdloff, Anthony 
Whiteside, Mark & Barbara 
Williams, Marianne 
 
Members (renewal due 12/31/21) 
 
Poling, Ron & Silvia 
VanStralen, William L. 

Helping Our Neighbors 
We here at HSBC are tremendously thankful for the support we get from our community. So, when the Great 

Dane Rescue of MN & WI (GDROMN) was in need, we found a way to help! 

GDROMN was the victim of a devastating fire in March of this year, destroying a trailer containing food, blankets, 

donations, appliances, and two of their canine residents. In the process of rebuilding, HSBC found a way to help. 

We offered the trailer that had served as our home to the rescue.  

As many of you remember, the trailer was needing a bit of help but with a little TLC, it will serve a sturdy home 

base for daily care.  

Caring for Our Outdoor Community 

 This list does not include adopters and donors who received complimentary memberships. 

http://www.hsburnettcty.org/
https://www.neighborhoodcats.org/how-to-tnr/colony-care/feral-cat-winter-shelter
https://www.neighborhoodcats.org/how-to-tnr/colony-care/feral-cat-winter-shelter


 

 

Humane Society of Burnett County, Inc:  www.facebook.com/humanesocietyburnettcounty  

HSBC asked me to do a recurring piece for their newsletter, and how can you say no to the people who 

saved a family member? I am not a professional writer, nor am I a dog trainer. I spoil my family and will 

occasionally dangle a participle. I have, however, had canine and feline family members for most of my life, 

all of whom were rescues.  

What's it really like to live with a two-year-old Pitbull? There are many terrible stories about how vicious 

they are: attacks, mean, uncontrollable, unfriendly, etc. While a Pitbull (and many breeds fit into this generic term) can indeed be 

a troublesome dog if treated badly, so can a Lab, German Shepherd, Poodle, or Pomeranian. Breed has very little to do with it. 

How you treat them and teach them is what really sets the dog's temperament.  

Petey is an American Pitbull Terrier—the smaller, leaner, and probably the most athletic member of the Pitbull group. He is very 

friendly to people of all ages, dogs, cats, and butterflies. Not a fan of rabbits, birds, and definitely not big grasshoppers! The only 

one who smiles more than him is me! He loves to chew: rawhides, his gorilla toy, occasional Tupperware, and doorknobs (we're 

working on eliminating the last two). 

Petey is very gentle for only being two years old. He loves giving kisses—big sloppy ones, or sweet little pecks. He likes belly rubs 

but only when sitting up next to me. He will only occasionally lay on his back due to his past, and that is ok. Petey doesn't get the 

concept of personal space. He is always by my side regardless of which room I'm in (yes, he goes in that room with me, too). If 

he's not perched on the couch staring out at the world, he's in my lap. He has taught himself how to give a hug. At night, he is 

always touching me with a paw or has his back pressed against me. 

So, you could say living with a two-year-old Pitbull is like living with any other dog who is happy, healthy, and well cared for – Ok—

spoiled! There I said it; are you happy now? I don't look at Petey or my other friend, Harley, as my fur babies or even dogs. They 

are my family, and as such, we protect each other, comfort each other, support each other, and love each other. Unfortunately, 

I'm the only one with a paying job! Their only job is to be there and be happy. My happiness comes every day around 4:30 p.m. 

when I open the door, and my two family members are thrilled that I'm home. Bad days disappear, and good days are made 

better. 

Here's one of Petey's many quirks that always makes me laugh. When I come back from shopping, there might be ten bags on the 

counter, and he couldn't care less unless there happens to be something for him and his brother in one of the bags. Then his treat 

radar kicks in, and he will focus on that bag and bauwell (had to make up a word for the noise he makes, part bark, whine, ululate 

and yell)! It's his gentle reminder to me that there's something for him in that bag, and I better get going and dig it out. Which I 

do. 

So, is Petey special? Absolutely!  

I hope you will look forward to hearing more about Petey's Tales. Until then, remember to keep your family members inside and 

warm! Winter is coming!  

Petey and Todd 

(Petey and Tally (formerly Darla) were rescued by HSBC and the Burnett County Sheriff's Department in September 2019 from a 

locked house where they had been abandoned for three months. Both young dogs were underweight: Petey by ten pounds and 

Tally by 30 pounds. Petey went home with Todd in December of 2019.  Tally found her home a month later.  Petey, Tally, and their 

humans trade pictures, stories, and have family visits.  Todd regularly shares Petey's antics on the HSBC's Look at Us Now group on 

Facebook, where families give updates on former residents.) 
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Like every other non-profit organization that relies heavily on donations and fundraising events for the funds needed 

to cover operational costs, HSBC has had to get creative! Since early March, almost every event on the 2020 schedule 

involving gatherings of people in a confined space had to be canceled or re-invented. What a great challenge, but 

what came out of it has been a lot of fun! 

Canceling the Bark and Wine Fundraiser left us with a problem: we had already received some extraordinary prizes 

from generous donors, and now we had no events to present them! As hope to use them in the coming months 

waned, we took a cue from a fellow rescue organization. That is how the Safer at Home Silent Auction was born! 

Using the HSBC Facebook page, we posted photos of our baskets up for bid all through the month. New items every 

week for four weeks!  

Building on that success, we have had a couple of virtual mystery wine pulls. With wine donated by the Fishbowl Bar 

and Todd Farmer (of Petey and Todd, see page 3), HSBC again took to Facebook to see if anyone would bite. And, oh 

my goodness, did they ever! In both cases, all the wine was spoken for before within 12 hours! Local artist, Susan 

Vander Linden, got in on the action when she offered to paint pet portraits to two lucky winners.  

Open-air events, such as the Annual Plant Sale, continued with a few changes. HSBC offered the option to pre-order 

your plants for pick up to minimize exposure. This change is one that we will be carrying on to events in the future. 

The board has decided to go ahead with the Fifth Annual HSBC Bake Sale on Saturday, December 5, using a similar pre

-order system as the plant sale. Details are still in the works, so stay tuned!  

With the extension of Covid-19 restrictions into November, HSBC will be working on more ways to interact safely. 

Watch for more information on online, virtual events and opportunities to help HSBC achieve its mission to Rescue, 

Reunite, Rehome, and Rethink for dogs and cats in Burnett County. 

Drive Thru Bake Sale 
 
  
Saturday, December 5;  
Peggy Schilling Animal     
Adoption & Education Center 

 

MORE DETAILS SOON! 

Save the Date! 

Fall 2020 

Petey’s Tales, by Todd Farmer Lemonade from Lemons: Fundraising in Isolation 

http://www.facebook.com/humanesocietyburnettcounty


 

 

 EMERALD AKA EMMY OR EMMA (BELL)  
 
When I first adopted Bell, I was going to 
call her Bella, but after my Aunt said her 
name should be Emerald, because of the 
color of her eyes, I did some research on 
the meanings of these names. If I called 
her Emerald, I figured I could call her 
Emmy or Emma for short. When I looked 
up the name meaning for Emma though, 
I knew I had a winner. Emma in Thai 
means ‘nine blessings’ and in Hebrew, 

means ‘God answered my prayer.’ Because I had been 
praying for God to provide me with a new kitty, Emma it 
was! The first few days, I had Emma, she followed me eve-
rywhere. She wasn’t really a snuggler but needed to be 
close to me. Then after about a week or so, she started to 
become more independent. Now she has completely 
settled in. She still isn’t a huge snuggler, but she will come 
a couple of times a day for her daily dose. I have also intro-
duced her to the outdoors, and we go out for 30 mins or so 
in the morning, and for about an hour in the evening, once 
it starts to cool down a bit. The other day, she caught a 
small frog, so her hunting skills are exceptional, though she 
didn’t end up eating it, and only played with it, until it was 

FERNIE (STANLEY) 
 
I just wanted to let you know that Fernie is doing amazing. I 
have taken him kayaking, fishing, hunting, camping, etc… 
We do everything together. He has become such an amaz-
ing dog. He has developed his own personality and has be-
come very obedient, loving, and confident. He even lays on 
the floor of my bathroom while I have a shower HAHA. 

     He got hit by a porcupine while we 
were in the woods. Don’t worry, we got 
the quills out, and he’s fine. After that 
incident I bought him a training collar 
so that he recalls immediately. He is the 
best dog I could have asked for. 
     Oh…he is a purebred Treeing Walker 
Coonhound by the way. I don’t know 
how he got to you, but he is a one in a 
million. Thanks again. 

OLE (CORBIN) AND LENA (MACEY) 
 
We are loving Corbin and Macey! We 
changed their names to Ole and Lena. 
We are spoiling them, and they seem 
very happy and relaxed in our home. I 
have so many photos and videos and 
can’t resist to send you a few. Thanks 
again for allowing us to adopt Ole and 
Lena! 

POLAR (SOONER) AND GRIZZLY (CHILI)  
 
After the loss of my second dog, Bear, 
all my babies have had names that 
meant bear. However, this time I was 
trying to find names that rhymed 
somewhat with their shelter names. 
They are wonderful and loving little 
dogs. We are doing well figuring out 
our new routines. All three of us need-
ed rescuing and I am very grateful that 
I found them! 

“Saving one Pet won’t change the 

world, but for that one pet the world 

will change forever!” 
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ADDIE MAY (BRIDGET) 
 
Thank you for reaching out to us, we appreciate that!  We 
adopted Bridget on March 3 and changed her name to Ad-
die May. It took her awhile to get used to her new name, 
but she knows it now. She’s a spunky, sassy, spitfire that 
likes to keep our two-year-old old lab on his toes, which is 
what we wanted. We had classes lined up for her to take at 
AllBreed North, but with COVID those got cancelled. So, 
we’ve trained her to sit, shake, and laydown. We’re work-
ing on stay and come but understand those are that hard-
est commands to teach so we’ll continue to be pa-
tient. We’re still working on a few 
potty training issues and trying to 
get her not to jump on people, but 
those issues are slowly getting 
better. We love that she’s a snug-
gler and LOVES going on walks. She 
pulls some, but I think a harness will 
help with that. We’ve taken her to 
the Webster dog park a few times 
to meet other dogs, and she may 
seem aggressive at first, but she 
gets along with them just fine. 
     Overall, she’s a great match for our family, and seems to 
have adjusted well.   

GOLDIE (SIR MEOWSALOT) 
 
I adopted Sir Meowsalot a little 
over a month ago and it has been 
going great! After getting to know 
the little guy a bit I renamed him to 
Goldie. He warmed up to me very 
quickly and is always a very happy 
boy. He loves to play and especially 
enjoys the new cat tree that I pur-
chased for him recently. Goldie 
loves to look out the window and bask in the sunlight when 
we get it, he’s a pretty big sweetheart as well and never 
says no to a cuddle at night while I settle in. He has bright-
ened up my whole world, I’m very grateful we found each 
other! 

MILLER AND NACHO  
 
Miller and Nacho have been amazing additions to our fami-
ly, including big brothers Mannie (14 years old) and Felix 
who is also an HSBC alumnus (one year old). 
    These two kitties have brought some 
much-needed excitement and cute-
ness to our lives during this whole Saf-
er at Home situation. Watching these 
little guys explore their new house the 
first few days was amazing. So much to 
see and do and sniff. Miller immedi-
ately took to living the “High Life” on 
top of the cat tree where he was able 
to get used to his new housemates at a 
little distance and feel more secure. 
Nacho, who was just a little poof of kitten fur, and found a 
hiding place pretty quickly that first night and only came 
out to find food and litter. 
      Now, after three weeks, they are all kinds of settled in. 
The three younger guys (Felix, Miller, Nacho) spend a great 
deal of time chasing each other and wrestling but all within 
good limits. They even nap together. Nacho and Miller 
could not have been more perfect for our family.  Their 
personalities bring a ton of fun to our house.  
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New and Improved! 

Our indoor activity area, sponsored by a grant 

from the Pedigree Foundation is coming along! 

This fenced-in area allows volunteers and staff 

to work with resident dogs regardless of the 

weather. Playtime and manners work will 

enhance the adoptability of our canine 

residents! 

A long-term, low-interest Economic Injury Disaster Loan from the 

Small Business Administration helped to purchase a walk-in dog wash 

station. All it needs is a plumber’s touch and we’ll be ready for 

bathing! These walking stations are not only less intimidating to the 

residents, but help save our kennel techs’ backs! 


